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Document No. 18.

Brookiyn, N. Y.
December 19, 1927,

To the Most Reverend
Governing Prelates, Synods,
Authorities, and Bishops of

All Orthodoz Catholic Churches
and Jurisdictions.

Most Reverend and Beloved Brothers in Christ and Fellow-Shepherds of
His Orthodoz Flocks: :

Greeting in the joy of the Holy Nativity of our Inearnats Lord and
God, Jesus Christ! .

As the presiding Archbishop of the newly-born and youngest member
of Christ’s Holy Family of Orthodox Churches I have the honor to
address the Heads of all Orthodox Establishments at this blessed season
of our Lord's Holy Nativity.

Through my humility The Holy Eastern Orthodox Catholic and
Apostolic Church in North America sends to all the churches of the
Holy Orthodox Faith its first message of fraternal greeting and good-
will on its first celebration of the Holy Birthday of Our Lord,

For over a hundred years the Eastern Orthodox Faithful have held
and spread our Holy Faith in America under the canonically established
Orthodox Bishops of North American Dioceses. During all this time the
number of Faithful has incressed-by missionary activity and by the {m-
migration of families of Faithful from every Orthodox nation and
Diocese in Europe and the East. The diverse and varied nationality,
language, and ecclesiastical dle{imce of the Orthodox immigrant groups,
together with the chaotic and elpless. condition of the Patriarchats of
Moscow and All-Russia since the World War, has resuited in the forma-
tion of numerous independent and overlapping missions and Dioceses
representing and paying allegiance to the various national Churches and
Orthodox authorities abroad from which Orthodox families in America
originated.

Each of these foreign national missions or dioceses has concerned
itself primarily, if not exclusively, with the needs and affairs peculiar to
those people in America speaking the language of the foreign country
whose Church it reprasented. Consequently, there have grown up in
America numerous rival Orthodox Jurisdictions over people in the same
cities and districts, contrary to the Sacred Canons, and disastrous to
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such an Independent Orthodox Church for all Orthodox Faithful resident
in America.

Furthermore, with its rapidly Increasing milllons of Faithful enter-
ing into the educational and commercial life of America, and with its
youth trained in American colleges and Industries, such an American
Orthodox Church would scon be strong enough in spiritual, moral, edu-
cational, and financial resources to become the supporter and patron of
the necessary remaissance and recomstruction in devastated and dfs-
organized Orthodox nations and peoples in the Eastern homelands of
Orthodoxy. The first step towards the rehabilitation of Orthodoxy both
in Americs and throughout the world Is the firm organization and suc-
cessful development of a united and {ndependent Orthodox Catholic
Church {n Americsa, :

The canonical Russian Bishops and Archbishops in North Amerlecs,
whose line of predecessors in North American Sees of the Patriarchate
of Moscow and All Russia covers & hundred and thirty years of un-
interrupted administration of Orthodox American Dioceses, and who
now pumber & Metropolitan, an Archbishop, ahd four Diocesan Bishops,
controlling over three hundred parishes and nearly & million communi-
cants of the Orthodox Church, have recognized the facts and necessities
of the condition of Orthodoxy in America.

In order to provide for the future of American Orthodoxy the
Canonlcal Russian Bishops in America in Synod, under the Russian
Metropolitan, exercising autonomously the suthority of the Patriarchats
of Moscow and all Russia, have authorized and directed the organization
and establishment of an independent, autonomous, and autocephalous
Orthodox Church in and for America. The Synodical Acts of February
second and September 14th, 1927, authorizing and confirming the estab-
lishment of such & new and independent American unit of the Orthodox
Church are appended to the Constitution of The Holy Eastern Orthodox
Catholic and Apostolic Church in North America as officially promul-
gated December 1, 1927. ’ )

The Provisional Constitution providéd and officially promulgated for
the organization and government of the independent American Orthodox
Church pending the first General Convention thereof (at which it may
be amended) is designed to safeguard the rights and Interests of each
national or linguistic group in Orthodoxy in America by giving each of
them representation on the permanent governing Holy Synod. The
President of this governing body is elected for a term of six years and
is the Acting Head and Presiding Archbishop of the American Church.

An examination of the Constitution in detail will show many pro-
visions for the unifying of the various groups in such & way as still to
preserve their freedom of self-sdministration and those local peculiarities
of national customs, language and habits so dear to the first generation of
immigrant peoples. It is not desired to deprive the older generation, or
any group, no matter how few in numbers, of any of the linguistic,
racial, cultural, or national peculiarities and preferences which are dear
to them and in no way contrary or inimical to their Orthodox Faith and
practice in religion.

But at the same time it is seen as the Church’s most imperative duty
to transiate the values and benefits of Orthodox religious truth and
experiencs into terms of the life, language, and thought of the rising
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